
	
	

 
 

Workshop One  
What are we Assessing Anyway? 

Notes for Facilitators 
 
 
 
Session Aim:  To give participants the opportunity to collectively reflect on assessment in their setting 
and articulate possibilities for joint practice development 
 
Resources: Post-Its, Picture of Barking Town Centre, Cardboard Cut Out Pupils, Strips of Paper for New 
Years Resoultions, Flip Chart Paper, Coloured Pens 
 
 
  
Activity One: What are we assessing 
anyway? 

Ice Breaker 
On Post-Its participants write examples of 
 
A/How is society different than it was 20 years ago.  (one colour Post-It) 
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B/How society is the same to how it was 20 years ago 
 
Attached poster could be used as a prompt (photo of Barking and Dagenham in 
21st Century) 
 

 
 
Please note: Typically with this activity, participants talk about different jobs, new 
technologies, e-safety risks etc and of how essential human needs remain the same 
 
 



Each individual or pair is then given a cardboard cut out pupil.  They are to imagine 
that it is a pupil in their setting and write into it/decorate it with words and pictures 
outlining the skills that that pupil will need to learn to be in the world of the 20th 
Century (facilitators will be supplied with nice thick cardboard cut out people and 
lots of coloured pens!) 
 

 
 

Activity Two: Evaluating Provision Participants think about what skills and competencies they have identified in the 
above activity in relation to curriculum and assessment in their settings 



 
In pairs, participants discuss this, using the WWW/EBI evaluation tool: 
 

WWW: What is Working Well (What are they currently doing well in their setting to 
support pupils in their setting to gain the skills and competancies they have 
identified) 
 

EBI: What would be even better?  What changes may they need to make and 
what may they need to introduce? 
 



 
Activity Four: Research and next 
steps 

Participants have a set of 10 cards, with 10 different assessment approaches 
 
In groups: 



 
1/Which ones have they heard of 
2/Which ones would they like to find more about? 
 
Participants draft a “New Years Resolution” related to developing assessment in their 
setting (eg: To read the interim pre-KS standards; To find out more about SCERTS).  
These could be on Post-Its, displayed on flipchart and a photo could be taken to 
then be emailed to the rest of the group.  Participants may decide to work together 
or share something in the New Year, as one of their resolutions/next steps. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


